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It may also be the result of just plain ordinary contentment with
life and the conviction that volcanic eruptions, like foreign domi-
nations or floods or fires, are all of them negligible incidents in
life and of small importance to the man who tills his fields, whose
ancestors ever since the beginning of the world have tilled these
same fields, whose children will till these same fields, and who
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none of them have feared or arc likely to fear that they may go
short of food.
This sounds as if I were trying to describe Java as a sort of
earthly Paradise. It is hardly that, but it has been so supremely
favoured by Nature as to deserve a page to itself-
There is the soil, 28% of which is of volcanic origin. That
soil, if treated at all kindly and understanding^, will yield three
complete harvests every twelve months.